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Short Description: This panel explores whether the African Continental Free Trade
Agreement’s (“AfCFTA”) legal framework can shield African fair trade producers from the
“compliance burdens” of the CSDDD and EUDR, or if it will create new risks of “market
exclusion” and “green protectionism” for small-scale producers.

Abstract: The FTIS theme highlights the “unpredictable dynamics” of “sustainability-oriented
trade regulations” and their complex “impact on producers in the Global South”. This panel
directly confronts this tension by examining the critical legal and policy intersection of two
major forces: the rise of the AfCFTA and the proliferation of external due diligence laws from
the Global North, such as the EU’s Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive
(“CSDDD”) and Deforestation Regulation (“EUDR”). While well-intentioned, these
regulations pose challenges to producers, often leaving the costs and hurdles for compliance
to small-scale producers. This creates a significant risk of “market exclusion”. Our panel asks:
Can the AfCFTA's legal protocols (e.g., on Rules of Origin and trade facilitation) serve as a
unified regulatory shield? Or will they inadvertently create a competing layer of bureaucracy,
“further pressuring the most marginalized group”? Bringing together scholars and
practitioners, this session will analyze: (1) the legal pathways for harmonizing AfCFTA
standards with EU compliance demands; (2) the potential for the AfCFTA bloc to legally
challenge perceived “green protectionism”; and (3) how “new and old power dynamics in
value chains” are shaped by competing supranational legal frameworks. This discussion is
vital for understanding the future governance of fair and sustainable supply chains.



