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consumption literacy” 

Description (context and background): For the purpose of this panel, sustainability 

education is defined as an approach able to “nurture transformative learning experiences that 

can heal, empower, energise, and liberate potential for the common good” (Sterling et al., 2018, 

p. 324). In this panel, we are particularly interested in educational experiences that can liberate 

potential for social and ecological justice. Sustainability education can include ideas around 

fair trade, indeed there is a strong overlap between fair trade principles and the values and 

practices of sustainability (FTAO 2016). 

Pedagogic research on sustainability education has argued that the current frameworks of 

teaching and learning sustainability are ineffective and unlikely to generate the vast scale 

change that is needed to address the global and interconnected crises sustainability entails 

(Sidebottom and Mycroft, 2024; Lehtonen et al. 2018). Mainstream pedagogies and education 

approaches rest of the paradigms of positivism, reductionism, and dualism that inform western 

thinking, namely the dichotomies between human-nature, mind-body, social-individual, 

rational-emotional, and art-science (O’Neils, 2018; Sterling et al., 2018). Translated into 

education, these dichotomies, mostly the dominance of mind over body and rationality over 

emotions and intuition, have skewed education towards analytical skills, rational knowledge, 

and individual reasoning, neglecting the value of embodied knowledge, imagination, desires, 

and emotions (Sidebottom and Mycroft, 2024; Lehtonen et al., 2018). Critical pedagogical 

research on sustainability education is challenging the notion that education about something, 

i.e. information and content-based learning, but rather can generate social change (Sterling et 

al., 2018). Institutional approaches to engaging with sustainability create may create both 

opportunities and barriers to a change-orientation. Opportunities might arise from a focus on 

experiential and challenge-based learning that focuses on holistic, student-centred learning and 

community engagement (Heiskanen, et al., 2016); barriers in terms of increasing focus on 

league tables, metrics and audits (Kioupi and Giannopoulos, 2025; Tallontire et al., accepted). 



We therefore call for contributions exploring transformative pedagogical and institutional 

practices to foster sustainability education for social and ecological justice. 

Abstract: We call for contributions examining how education practice and educational 

institutions can become a catalyst for systemic change rather than a transmitter of static 

knowledge. We welcome papers, workshop, art-based installations, games, or other creative 

approaches to the topic. We are particularly interested in contributions exploring the following 

dimensions:  

i) how transformative pedagogies cultivate critical reflection, empathy, agency, and 

relational awareness toward fair trade, and social and ecological justice;  

ii) embodied, experiential, and relational approaches to learning that engage the whole 

person and foster a deep sense of interconnectedness with the human and more-

than-human world;  

iii) creative co-creation approaches to learning meaning-making, and self-reflexivity;  

iv) theoretical, experiential, or practice-based insights into how educators can 

reimagine curricula, learning environments, and pedagogical relationships; 

v) insights on how higher education institutions can facilitate more transformative 

educational approaches. 
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